
 

Coffee Brief 

Date: July 3, 2024 
 

Preparedness Levels & Alaska Fire Activity 

 

 

There are currently 19 staffed fires with ~974 personnel. Yesterday’s large fire growth was ~5,934 acres. 

 

#326(DAS): AA-0AX, S-261/263   

#318(TAD): ASM-K9, AA-0SG, S-285/286, FB-218/219, ASM K-7, FB-246/208/209   

#900/Grapefruit(TAD/UYD): AA-0AK, AA-0AX 

Sources: National and AICC Situation Report, AICC Aircraft Logs 

Alaska 5  Light Initial Attack Activity 

National 3  New Fires and Acres: 5 fires for 60.6 acres 



Prioritized Incident Details  

 
 

Source: AMAC Incident Prioritization List, ICS-209s 
 

Resources 

 



AVIATION 
-Most Bell Mediums returned to service 

- AA-0SG is back I/S. B-61 enroute from L-48 (N1542- RON KTN).  

AIRSPACE/TFRs 
#900 Grapefruit Complex (UYD/TAD): 4/5782  

#318 Riley (TAD): 4/6067 

#119 McDonald (MID): 4/6081 

#276(FAS): TFR 4/6533 - New 

 

SMOKEJUMPER 
     -  Anticipated smokejumpers available: ~ 40 

     -  ~ 84 SMKJ’s committed  

Smokejumper Demobilizations 
Yesterday: #334(GAD): 4 (overnighting at GAL) 

Planned for today:  

CREWS 
- 5 AK contract crews committed and 4 available GACC 

- Midnight Sun IHC available Friday 7/5 

- Chena IHA available Saturday 7/6 

NICC JET MOVEMENT 

Jet Mobilizations: 
Jet #1 – Arrived 6/24, all Crews on incident  

Jet #2 – Arrived 6/26, all Crews on incident 

Jet #3 – Arrived 6/29, all Crews on incident  

Jet #4 – Arrived 7/1, all Crews on incident 

Jet #5 – Arrived 7/3 – Arriving today 

 

OVERHEAD/TEAMS 
- 54 pending overhead requests 

- CIMT – AK Team 2 Sanford - ordered for #318(TAD) Riley 

- CIMT - AK Team 3 Butteri - assigned to assigned to Globe #253(UYD). Also managing the Grapefruit Complex #900(UYD) 

- IMT3 – WY Team 3 Sherwin - assigned to Montana Creek Fire #312(MSS) 

- IMT3 – ID Team 1 Launch - assigned to Central Group - Deception Pup #252(UYD) and Flasco #259(UYD) – Turning fires back over to 

zone 7/4 

- AK CIMTs available GACC only 

Source: IROC Reports, National Smokejumper Status Report, AK Incident Aircraft Tracking Spreadsheet & AICC Documentation, 2024 IMT Tracking Report 

https://www.nifc.gov/smokejumper/reports/smjrpt.php


 

Weather Summary 
High pressure over Interior Alaska is shifting southward and weakening. Today will be the last hot and dry day across the Interior. The area of 

thunderstorms will shrink to right along the ALCAN border this afternoon. As the high moves, the low in the Arctic also drops farther south, 

increasing the pressure gradient between the systems. This is already creating stronger west to southwest winds in the northwest. These gusty 

winds are expanding across the Interior today and tomorrow. Expect gusts to near 50 mph on some of the most exposed hilltops of the 

northern Interior by tomorrow afternoon. 

 

Today sees a Red Flag Warning out for the north central and northeastern Interior for hot, dry, and windy conditions. It will expire at midnight 

tonight, but the winds will continue to be strong for the foreseeable future while temperatures and humidities moderate. 

 

In the northwest, the first of a series of shortwaves begins to move through from that Arctic Low. This will bring wetting rains to the northwest 

and western half of the Interior by Wednesday. Some rain may get to the east side of the state, but it will be spotty. Thursday looks to bring a 

more significant wave that will bring more wetting rains to a wider footprint in the east. 

 

Southern Alaska will be under the ridge beginning tomorrow through Friday. This will bring moderately warm and dry weather to South Central 

and the southernmost parts of Southwest.  

 

On Saturday, southwest flow sets up with more determination over the state. This would bring wetting rains to all parts of the mainland. This 

pattern continues into early next week. Source: Alaska 7-Day Outlook 

 
 

Fuels/Fire Potential 
Very High and Extreme Fine Fuel Moisture Codes (FFMC) across the northern Interior means that surface fuels are receptive to ignitions, both 

human and natural. Initial Spread Indices will be Extreme across much of the northern Interior through Wednesday, indicating rapid spread 

potential is likely. 

 

Spruce Adjective Rating keys in on the same areas across the northern Interior, with the Yukon Flats and north central Interior having Extreme 

conditions again today. 

 

The Yukon Flats continue to have the highest indices throughout all of the burnable fuel column, with Duff Moisture Codes and Buildup Indices 

showing Very High and Extreme. Lightning is on the wane, so new ignitions are unlikely. However, hot, dry, and windy weather will combine 

with dry fuels for rapid fire growth and extreme fire behavior.  

 

Rains expected late in the week will bring big changes to these fuel conditions, moderating the fine fuels and upper duff very quickly. Source: 

Alaska 7-Day Outlook 
 

Fuels Status Alaska Fire and Fuels Map 
 

  

https://akff.mesowest.org/map/#/c6337,-14900,4/g1/mc/vtemp/sAK/n/zt


 

 

 

 

 

 



Click on the following images for direct links to the maps. 

                                                           FFMC                                                   DMC                                                    DC 

     

For additional fuels information visit https://akff.mesowest.org/ 

Sources: AICC Predictive Services – Fuels/Fire Danger web page, Alaska Fire & Fuels web page 
 

 

The Coffee Brief is posted at PLs 4 and 5 only.  

 

https://akff.mesowest.org/
https://akff.mesowest.org/map/#/c6380,-16036,4/g1/mc/vffmc/sAK/zt
https://akff.mesowest.org/map/#/c6504,-16194,5/g1/mc/vdmc/sAK/n2/zt
https://akff.mesowest.org/map/#/c6504,-16194,5/g1/mc/vdc/sAK/n2/zt

